
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS

POLICIES AND PLANNING GUIDE

Saint Ambrose Church
Baltimore, Maryland



INTRODUCTION

In the face of death, the church confidently proclaims that God has created
each person for eternal life and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and
resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.

At the death of a Christian, whose life of faith was begun in the waters of
baptism and strengthened at the Eucharistic table, the church intercedes on behalf of
the deceased because of its confident belief that death is not the end nor does it break
the bonds forged in life.  The church also ministers to the sorrowing and consoles
them in the funeral rites with the comforting word of God and the sacrament of the
Eucharist.

Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise, and thanksgiving
to God for the gift of a life which has now been returned to God the author of life
and the hope of the just.  The Mass, the memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection,
is the principal celebration of the Christian funeral.  At Saint Ambrose Church we
celebrate the funeral liturgy with Mass in the church for members of the parish
family.

We willingly celebrate the funeral liturgy for immediate relatives of members of
our parish who are not parishioners in the funeral home without a Mass.  This funeral
liturgy is ordinarily conducted by a deacon.  In certain circumstances it may be
appropriate to celebrate a simple burial service at the graveside or in a cemetery’s
chapel.

Whenever possible, we strive to involve the family in planning the funeral rites:
in the choice of texts provided in the ritual, in the selection of music, and in the
designation of liturgical ministers.  Planning of the funeral rites may take place during
the visit of the pastor or a deacon at some appropriate time after the death and
before the vigil service.  They can explain to the family the meaning and significance
of each of the funeral rites.

POLICIES

When a death occurs, please contact the parish office as soon as possible. 
Please do not finalize any arrangements with a funeral director until you have spoken
to the pastor or one of the parish deacons.  The pastor or a deacon will want to meet
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with you in person to discuss the plans for the funeral and help you make decisions
for the liturgy that honors the life and faith of your loved one.  If the deceased made
any plans or requests for his/her own funeral, this is the time to bring them to the
attention of the pastor or deacon.  We will do everything we can to accommodate the
wishes of the deceased within the parameters set by the church.

The Order of Christian Funerals is in three parts:
� The Vigil for the Deceased.  This is a short prayer service, focusing on

the Word of God, conducted at the funeral home the afternoon or
evening before the funeral Mass in church.  This is the proper place to
invite family and friends to share memories, tell stories, play favorite
songs of a secular nature, and so on.

� The Funeral Mass.  This central feature of the funeral rites is for Saint
Ambrose parishioners.  Please note that there is no viewing of the body
in the church.  When the family and the body of the deceased arrive at
church, the liturgy begins.
N Pre-recorded music is not permitted in the church. 

� The Committal.  The funeral liturgy ends with the procession to the
cemetery and the prayers at the grave with the family and friends
gathered around the deceased.  The prayers are short and we must
follow the policies of the cemetery.

We insist on the use of our own music ministers.  Our director of music can
assist you in choosing appropriate hymns and other musical selections.  A stipend of
$200.00 should be made directly to the music director.  The cantor should be offered
$135.00.  Please consider a donation of $500.00 for the parish.  If you choose, the
pastor or the deacon will accept a donation to them personally.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

FUNERAL MASS

Saint Ambrose Church, Baltimore

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Gathering Hymn
Sprinkling with Holy Water
Placing of the Pall
Lighting of the Easter Candle
Incensation of the Body

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading (from the Old Testament)
Responsorial Psalm (sung by Saint Ambrose Music Ministry, from the Book of

Psalms)
Second Reading (from the New Testament)
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel (from one of the four Gospels)
Homily
Intercessions

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Preparation of the Altar and Gifts
Offertory Hymn

Eucharistic Prayer
Communion Rite

Communion Hymn
Prayer after Communion

FINAL COMMENDATION

Song of Farewell

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL
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ORDER OF SERVICE

FUNERAL LITURGY OUTSIDE MASS

Saint Ambrose Church, Baltimore

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Gathering Hymn
Sprinkling with Holy Water
Placing of the Pall
Lighting of the Candle
Incensation

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading (from the Old Testament)
Responsorial Psalm (sung by Saint Ambrose Music Ministry, from the Book of

Psalms)
Second Reading (from the New Testament)
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel (from one of the four Gospels)
Homily
General Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer

FINAL COMMENDATION

Invitation to Prayer
Silence
Song of Farewell
Prayer of Commendation

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL
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ORDER OF SERVICE

FUNERAL LITURGY OUTSIDE MASS

in the Funeral Home

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Greeting and Introduction
Sprinkling with Holy Water
Opening Prayer

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading (from the Old or New Testament)
Responsorial Psalm (from the Book of Psalms)
Gospel Reading (from one of the four Gospels)
Homily
General Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Prayer

FINAL COMMENDATION

Reading of the Obituary
Remarks
Resolutions
Invitation to Prayer
Silence
Prayer of Commendation

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL
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SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS

The following Scriptures are offered as suggestions to a family in the process of
selecting Scripture readings for the funeral of a loved one.  They are only suggestions
– a place to begin.  The deacon or priest helping you in planning the service will
certainly consider the possibility of using other selections from the Scriptures.  The
choice of readings, however, must be strictly limited to the Holy Bible.

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

2 Maccabees 12: 43 - 46
Job 19: 1, 23 - 27a
Wisdom 3: 1 - 9 (or 3: 1 - 6, 9)
Wisdom 4: 7 - 15
Isaiah 25: 6a, 7 - 9
Lamentations 3: 17 - 26
Daniel 12: 1 - 3

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

Psalm 23
Psalm 25
Psalm 27
Psalm 42
Psalm 63

Psalm 103
Psalm 116
Psalm 122
Psalm 130
Psalm 143

NEW TESTAMENT

Acts 10: 34 - 43 (or 10: 34 - 36, 42 - 43)
Romans 5: 5 - 11
Romans 5: 17 - 21
Romans 6: 3 - 9 (or 6: 3 - 4, 8 - 9)
Romans 8: 14 - 23
Romans 8: 31b - 35, 36 - 39
Romans 14: 7 - 9, 10c - 12
1 Corinthians 15: 20 - 28 (or 15: 20 - 23)
1 Corinthians 15: 51 - 57
2 Corinthians 4: 14 - 5: 1
2 Corinthians 5: 1, 6 - 10
Philippians 3: 20 - 21
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1 Thessalonians 4: 13 - 18
2 Timothy 2: 8 - 13
1 John 3: 1 - 2
1 John 3: 14 - 16
Revelation 14: 13
Revelation 20: 11 - 21: 1
Revelation 21: 1 - 5a, 6b - 7

GOSPELS

Matthew 5: 1 - 12a
Matthew 11: 25 - 30
Matthew 25: 1 - 13
Matthew 25: 31 - 46
Mark 15: 33 - 39; 16: 1 - 6 (or 15: 33 - 39)
Luke 7: 11 - 17
Luke 12: 35 - 40
Luke 23: 33, 39 - 43
Luke 23: 44 - 46, 50, 52 - 53; 24: 1 - 6a

(or 23: 44 - 46, 50, 52 - 53)
Luke 24: 13 - 35 (or 24: 13 - 16, 28 - 35)
John 5: 24 - 29
John 6: 37 - 40
John 6: 51 - 59
John 11: 17 - 27 (or 11: 21 - 27)
John 11: 32 - 45
John 12: 23 - 28 (or 12: 23 - 26)
John 14: 1 - 6
John 17: 24 - 26
John 19: 17 - 18, 25 - 39

The parish office has collected the full texts of these Scripture readings in a spiral-
bound workbook for your convenience.  To borrow a copy, please contact the office,
or ask the deacon or priest who is assisting you in planning.
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